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expressed dissatisfaction with what he heard of Baird.
Stanton kept silent.

Stanbery was persistent that the President should in-
struct Sheridan in regard to the police of the city.

Stanton said application had been made to him for
bunting for the building at Philadelphia where the conven-
tion was to meet, but he had none for them, and said, with
a sneer, he would turn them over to the Navy. I told him
that my bunting had always been promptly shown and it
would be well were he now to let us have a sight of his.

Stanton, who has skulked, was taken aback, colored, and
remarked he had no bunting for them.

"Oh," said I, "show your flag/'

"You mean the convention," said he. "I am against it."

"I am sorry to hear, but glad to know, your opinion,"
said I.

"Yes, I am opposed to the convention," he continued.

"I did n't know it. You did not answer the inquiry like
the rest of us."

"No," said he; "I did not choose to have Doolittle or
any other little fellow draw an answer from me."

The conversation amused the others, as it did me.
Seward looked troubled. Whether he knew Stanton's posi-
tion, I am in doubt. It is, I am satisfied, very recent that
he has concluded to avow himself, although I have never
doubted that he was as much opposed as any Radical to
the Union movement. I think he would rather have the
Government overthrown than that the real Unionists
should come in power. He seems to have personal appre-
hensions. ...

I called on the President this evening to advise caution
in his communications with New Orleans. Expressed my
regret that he had not better officers for the business
required at this time in that quarter. He concurred with
me and said Baird, so far as he could learn, had caused the
trouble or might have prevented it.

:Who," inquired I, "placed Baird there? Was it not
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